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Burning Questions. 

Burning Questions of the Life that now is, and of that which is to come. 

By Washington Gladden. New York : The Century Co. 1890. Pp. 248. 

By " Burning Questions " are meant such as the following : " Has Evolution 
abolished God?" "Who is Jesus Christ?" " Is death the end?" etc. Eight 
of these are treated in all. The discussion is evidently intended for popular 
uses, and although the subjects treated are of the most difficult sort, an admir- 
able simplicity is maintained throughout. At the same time the book is not so 
elementaiy as to be uninteresting to one of more advanced scholarship. In a 
treatment of themes so hard, it would be strange if some deficiencies could 
not be detected, especially in so brief a work. In the main, however, the 
argument is as convincing as any argument of things spiritual can be, and 
will be of great interest and profit to many readers. In the matter of form, it 
is an unusually attractive volume. 

Some Commentaries on Hebrews. 

The Ptilpit Commentary. Hebrews. Exposition by Rev. J. Barmby, B. D., 

Homiletics by Rev. C. Jerdan and others. New York : A. D. F. Randolph 

and Co. Price $2.00 
The Epistles to the Hebrews : with Notes. By C. J. Vaughan, D. D. 

New York : Macmillan and Co. Price $2.25. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews. The Greek Text with Notes and Essays. 

By Brooke Foss Westcott, D. D., D. C. L. New York : Macmillan and Co. 

Price $4.00. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews. [The Expositor's Bible.] By Thomas Charles 

Edwards, D. D. New York : A. C. Armstrong and Son. Price $1.50. 

These four volumes upon this single Epistle reveal the interest which thought- 
ful men feel in this portion of the Holy Scriptures. To one who has not 
reflected upon it, this interest seems strange, if not unaccountable. This 
Epistle, in a greater degree than most other parts of the New Testament, 
appears to be far away from us. Its elaborate quotations, so difficult to explain 
and to justify on scientific principles ; its long array of references to Jewish 
worship which has passed away and left many of these references dark, and 
some unintelligible ; the local and personal character of the argumentation, 
occasioned, perhaps, by the persons addressed and their peculiar situation — 
these among other considerations lead the superficial reader to pass lightly 
over the Epistle to the Hebrews. They have left it too often to the literalist, 
who has distorted its symbols into realities, or to the apocalyptic, who has run 
riot amidst its types. 

But Canon — now Bishop — Westcott is neither one nor the other of the above 
classes of students. When he, the devout scientific exegete, declares that 
" every student of the Epistle to the Hebrews must feel that it deals in a 
peculiar degree with the thoughts and trials of our own time," he causes the 
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superficial reader to open his eyes. May those eyes open still wider and in- 
terest in this book of the Scripture be further awakened by these other words 
of Bp. Westcott ; ' ' No work in which I have ever been allowed to spend many 
years of continuous labor has had for me the same intense human interest as 
the study of the Epistle to the Hebrews." 

The words above quoted occur in the learned Bishop's ample and thorough 
commentary cited at the head of this notice. The book is for one who would 
make a thorough study of Hebrews. It cannot be taken up at random. The 
Greek text is printed at the top of the page ; a translation by paragraphs is 
given ; voluminous notes upon the basis of the Greek follow ; more or less 
brief dissertations close up the work upon each chapter. The body of the 
commentary is preceded by eighty-four pages of Introduction and is closed by 
an elaborate essay of over twenty-five pages "on the use of the Old Testa- 
ment in the Epistle." Bp. Westcott makes large use of the Fathers in his 
notes, to which the student at times inclines to object, especially where he 
prefers the English scholar's modern judgment upon a point to the doubtless 
devout and acute but often uncritical and remote comment of a mediaeval an- 
notator. Still it is a liberal education in exegesis, theology and literary 
expression for the student who will devote himself to a thorough and patient 
study of this, in many respects, the finest of Bishop Westcott's fine commen- 
taries. 

The volume of Dean Vaughan is also the achievement of a practised and 
finished scholar. He has, however, deliberately chosen a special line of work 
upon this Epistle and has therefore cut himself off from the broader and more 
popular field of general exegesis. He begins with a brief preface in which he 
speaks generally of the destination and authorship of the Epistle, and declares 
his purpose to confine himself to the careful study of words and phrases — to 
microscopic work, as he remarks, rather than to the consideration of the larger 
questions and subjects which have claimed the attention of other expositors. 
This work is done on the basis of the Greek text, largely through an immense 
accumulation of parallel passages. Thus while it is neither so elaborate nor 
so comprehensive as Westcott, it has certain peculiar excellencies for the care- 
ful student. 

The popular commentary of the four is undoubtedly the volume of the Pul- 
pit series. The work is done with no little skill and with a good comprehen- 
sion of the wants of the general student. The introduction is brief, lacking 
among other things any account of the literature upon the Epistle. It is a 
commendable addition to this great but unequal collection of commentaries. 

Principal Edwards has succeeded in producing one of the most admirable 
expositions and most useful hand-books on the Epistle that we possess. For 
the trained student it offers much acute thought and in its reference to the 
Greek text at different points satisfies the scholarly sense. But the student 
less amply furnished finds here a clear and deep exposition which draws out 
the great teachings of the book in a way that cannot fail to enlighten and 
instruct the mind and heart. The references to the Greek are relegated to the 
foot of the page. The emphasis is laid upon the development of the writer's 
thought and its bearing upon present life. Thus these four volumes represent 
four phases of one great subject and the student in possession of all would be 
amply furnished indeed for the investigation of one of the greatest books of 
the New Testament. 



